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The Loyalist Linguistic Connection:
Nova Scotia and Sierre Leone

© Stephen Davidson

Most history buffs can probably name two countries that came into being because of the American War of Independence -- the United States and Canada. However, few realize that the west African nation of Sierra Leone was another country founded by the Revolution's loyalist refugees . Black Loyalists from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick first settled in Freetown in March of 1792. There are still clues of this loyalist connection in the very words used in some parts of Sierra Leone. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2006/Loyalist-Trails-2006.php?issue=200639
Reading Clarkson's Journal: A Guilty Pleasure of the Loyalist Era

© Stephen Davidson
Poring over indecipherable census records and meandering through soggy graveyards are sometimes necessary evils for both professional and amateur historians. However, reading diaries, letters and journals from the past is unquestionably our greatest "guilty pleasure".

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2006/Loyalist-Trails-2006.php?issue=200641
The "Almost Stories" of Loyalist Slaves

© Stephen Davidson
Discovering the details of the Black Loyalist experience is an extremely difficult task; finding out how the black slaves of loyalists managed after the exodus of 1783 is almost impossible. But there are sources that "almost" tell us about a handful of the enslaved African who came with their loyalist masters to New Brunswick. By comparing "The Book of Negroes" with the "New Brunswick Probate Records (1785-1835)" the careful reader can gain a small but vivid glimpse into the conditions of those who were once considered mere property. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200708
Skeletons in the Loyalist Closet

© Stephen Davidson
What would you risk to determine the ship that brought your loyalist ancestors to New Brunswick or Nova Scotia? If you were willing to learn that your UEL forebearers were slave owners, then you have an amazing resource at your fingertips. Not only will it tell you the name of the ship which brought your ancestors, it will also give you the date the ship left New York City, the name of its captain, and its destination. But you have to be willing to confront some unpleasant truths. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200710
Another Forgotten Loyalist Hero: Titus Cornelius (Colonel Tye)

© Stephen Davidson

Despite the fact that his Quaker religion forbade the owning of slaves, John Corlies of Shewsbury, New Jersey had four Africans in his possession -- that is, until November, 1775. It was in that month that Lord Dunmore announced that freedom would be granted to any rebel's slaves who joined the British forces. Titus Cornelius, one of the Quaker's four Africans, made a break for freedom. No one at the time would have imagined that Titus would become one of the greatest loyalist heroes of the American Revolution -- a hero who has been forgotten by those who call themselves United Empire Loyalists. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200720
David George: Black Loyalist, Baptist Pioneer, Nation Founder (Part One)
© Stephen Davidson
“I was born in Essex County Virginia, about fifty, or sixty miles from Williamsburg, on Nottaway River, of parents who were brought from Africa...The first work I did was fetching water and carding of cotton, afterwards I was sent into the field to work about the Indian corn and tobacco till I was about nineteen years old. My father’s name was John and my mother’s name Judith. I had four brothers and four sisters, who, with myself were all born in slavery. Our master's name was Chapel - a very bad man to the Negroes.”

Thus begins the narrative of the life of one of history’s most important Black Loyalists. 
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200735 
David George: Black Loyalist, Baptist Pioneer, Nation Founder (Part Two)
© Stephen Davidson
In December 1782, the Black Loyalist David George arrived in Halifax with fellow refugees from Virginia. Forty years of life as a slave were now over. What any Black Loyalist chose to do with this newfound freedom would certainly be an indicator of that person’s deepest dreams and aspirations. Although David George had mended deer skins, been a butcher, and worked as a farm labourer, his greatest desire upon reaching Nova Scotia was to preach. By the spring of 1783, George still had not been able to minister to a Baptist congregation. When he heard of the large number of Black Loyalists that had settled in Shelburne, he was given permission to join them.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200736
David George: Black Loyalist, Baptist Pioneer, Nation Founder (Part Three)

© Stephen Davidson
On January 16, 1792 loyalist refugees once again boarded ships to take them to a new homeland where they would be treated fairly and have the opportunity to build safe and prosperous lives. They were Black Loyalists who bravely undertook a two-month journey to found the west African colony of Sierra Leone. One of their leaders was Rev. David George, the son of enslaved Africans and a loyalist from Virginia. Black loyalists made up about ten percent of the Revolutionary War’s refugee population. 
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200737
Lifetimes in Mere Sentences: Black Loyalists in the Book of Negroes
© Stephen Davidson
Although it was compiled to be an official record of the American Revolution’s African refugees in the event that they might later be considered stolen patriot property, The Book of Negroes is a compelling primary source for anyone interested in loyalist history. As fleets of ships evacuated some 30,000 white loyalists from the port of New York between April and October of 1783, the British government made note of almost 3,000 blacks who sailed with the Revolution’s refugees. 
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200742
Jack Patterson, Unsung Loyalist Hero
© Stephen Davidson
What happened to most Black Loyalists after their arrival in British North America is usually completely unknown. However, one teenager who came to New Brunswick in 1783 became the key player in capturing of one of that province's most notorious criminals.

Jack Patterson's story started out like that of most of the 3,000 Black Loyalists who left the United States at the end of the American Revolution. He sailed on the Generous Friends, an evacuation ship chartered to take loyalist refugees to the mouth of the St. John River.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200743
A Lost Black Loyalist of Britain: Scipio Handley

© Stephen Davidson
It is estimated that one tenth of the 100,000 refugees who fled the United States at the end of the American Revolution were of African descent. While half of all loyalists sought refuge in Great Britain, it is very unlikely that ten percent of them were black. The trip across the Atlantic was far beyond the modest means of blacks who had only just been freed through service to Britain. It was far easier to make the overland journey to the Canadas or take advantage of the freely provided evacuation by sea to the Maritimes. And yet a handful of Black Loyalists did manage to find their way to Great Britain.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2007/Loyalist-Trails-2007.php?issue=200749
The Loyalist Pound, Shilling and Pence

© Stephen Davidson
In reading the documents of the American Revolution, it is often difficult to understand how much furniture, food, or livestock were worth because we do not know the spending power of the pound in 1776. To complicate matters further, the Thirteen Colonies did not share a common currency, so that a pound in Massachusetts might not have the same value as a pound in South Carolina. However, thanks to the records kept of the loyalist compensation claims, we can get a rough idea of how far a pound could go during the War of Independence.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200808
The Cost of Loyalist Service: An Arm and a Leg

© Stephen Davidson
We often exaggerate how much we have paid for an item by saying "it cost us an arm and a leg". For many loyalists, however, that was exactly what their duty to their king required of them. Here are the stories of three loyalist refugees who survived the American Revolution, but lost a limb in their defense of Britain.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200815
Benjamin Whitecuff, Black Loyalist Spy

© Stephen Davidson
Any loyal American who decided to spy on his patriot friends and family members was not only risking imprisonment or disinheritance; he faced the very real possibility of execution. Because the American Revolution was a civil war between two vocal factions in the Thirteen Colonies, the actions one side took against the other were often very bitter, cruel and vengeful. Now add into this volatile mixture the element of racism, and it is easy to understand just how dangerous it was to be a black loyalist spy.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200823
Two Ordinary (Loyalist) Fellows
© Stephen Davidson
One has to wonder what the folks in 1783 considered "ordinary". As British officials recorded the names of Black Loyalists who were sailing for Nova Scotia on board the ship Joseph, they described both Thomas Peters and his friend Murphy Steel as "ordinary fellows". They were anything but!

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200824
Nine Loyalist Teachers
© Stephen Davidson


The loyalists who were teachers during (and after) the American Revolution are a remarkable group of men and women. Interestingly enough, of the 3,225 loyalists claimants who sought compensation from the British government, only two described themselves as teachers. Research has uncovered a few more. Here is a roll call of nine loyalist teachers.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200839
A Most Amazing Town

-- © Stephen Davidson


What would be your nominee for the most interesting community founded by the loyalists? Kingston, Ontario? Yamachiche, Quebec? Shelburne, Nova Scotia? Saint John, New Brunswick? While all of these are worthy of consideration, there is another almost forgotten loyalist town that might have the greatest claim to the title. Before I ask for the "envelope" to reveal the settlement's name, here are some of its amazing "claims to fame".

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200840 

Four Loyalist Shoemakers

-- © Stephen Davidson


The American colonists of the 18th century were a people who walked a great deal. Footwear, whether it be shoes, boots, or moccasins, required constant repair and manufacture. Cobblers who could make sturdy shoes or repair weakened ones were in high demand. Here are the loyalist experiences of four very different colonial shoemakers.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2008/Loyalist-Trails-2008.php?issue=200843
The Loyalist Tailor of Charleston, South Carolina

--- © Stephen Davidson


Be careful for whom you sew clothes. Your financial fate and your family's security in a new country just might depend on the cause for which you made your stitches. 


William Snow was a man of mixed African and European heritage, a native of Charleston, South Carolina. Snow was a tailor by trade, and he lived in the house of a James Simpson where his wife was a servant. He was known to be an industrious man and a Protestant.


http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200903
Loyalists Making Music

© Stephen Davidson


When we ask our teenagers to turn down their music, we are usually hoping to reduce the volume of some device powered by electricity. To make the same request of a loyalist teenager, we would have to ask a group of singers or a band of instrumentalists to quiet down. But if you had the chance to hear loyalists sing or play, asking them to be quiet would be the last thing on your mind.
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200909
The Black Loyalists (and Slaves) of Massachusetts

© Stephen Davidson


A sad fact of the American Revolution is that both rebels and loyalists supported the institution of slavery.  A not-so-noteworthy fact of Canadian history is that the largest contingent of slaves ever to come into this country was brought here by United Empire Loyalists. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200915
The Passengers of L'Abondance
© Stephen Davidson
      The passenger lists of loyalist vessels are snapshots of key moments in the story of English Canada's refugee founders. They allow us to see not only the passengers' names, but also their occupations and home colonies. Complete ship manifests are rare, and one of the rarest of these contains the names of black loyalists who sailed for Shelburne, Nova Scotia in August 1783. While freed and enslaved Africans were aboard almost every ship that took loyalists away from the United States of America, L'Abondance is one of a handful of vessels known to have sailed with an all-black passenger list.

 http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200921
A Most Determined Man

© Stephen Davidson


When Lieutenant John Clarkson opened the door of his Halifax lodgings late on December 9th, 1791, he was startled to find four Africans standing in the cold and dark. Since the English abolitionist was in charge of organizing a fleet of ships to take black loyalists to Sierra Leone, he was accustomed to receiving needy visitors.  However, after Clarkson invited the men into his home, he was in for a shock. These four men had spent the last fifteen days travelling on foot to Halifax from Saint John, New Brunswick -- a distance of over 300 miles!

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200924
A Loyalist Constable in Africa

© Stephen Davidson


Richard Corankapone was one of the constables who maintained law and order in Freetown, Sierra Leone in 1801.  It was his duty to see that the warriors of the Temne tribe did not succeed in their violent attack on the governor's mansion. Struck down during the battle, Corankapone's sacrifice was the last grand gesture in a life full of risk, initiative, and determination. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200925
London’s Forgotten Loyalist: Part III

La Grange's Slave

© Stephen Davidson


Barnardus La Grange is the only loyalist to be memorialized within the walls of St. Margaret’s. This church is situated between the British House of Parliament and Westminster Abbey.  A lawyer from New Brunswick, New Jersey, La Grange suffered persecution, the loss of family members, and the confiscation of his property. Included among La Grange's possessions were African slaves.  

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200929
The Loyalist Fugitives of Natchez and a Man Named Paro

© Stephen Davidson


In the spring of 1781 over a hundred loyalists faced the prospect of an attack by Spanish forces on their settlement in Natchez, Louisiana. Reluctantly, they abandoned the farms they had tended for the past five years, sold what they could, and bought provisions for an overland trek. Little did they know that in a few months' time all of their lives would hang in the balance -- dependent on the actions of an enslaved African named Paro.
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200936
William Wragg: Westminster Abbey's Loyalist

-- © Stephen Davidson


…
The white and coloured marble contains an inscription that begins with these words: "Sacred to the memory of William Wragg Esqr. of South Carolina who when the American Colonies revolted from Great Britain inflexibly maintained his loyalty to the person and government of his Sovereign." Although the memorial honours a loyalist, its front contains a relief carving that depicts a sinking ship in its background while in the foreground are two figures --Wragg's son and slave-- clinging to wreckage. Intended or not, Wragg's Westminster Abbey memorial is, in fact, a tribute to the dedication and bravery of his African slave…
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200941
Twice Enslaved, Twice Freed

 © Stephen Davidson


Lydia Jackson was the most vulnerable of all loyalist refugees when she lost the freedom that had been granted to her by the British government. Not only was she female and black, she was also illiterate and pregnant --and had been abandoned by her husband. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200944
Sixteen Loyalist Servants
© Stephen Davidson


After finding sanctuary in the Canadas or the Maritimes, some loyalist refugees had only one hope for their survival -- voluntarily pledging years of their labour in exchange for food and shelter. For some impoverished supporters of the king, indentured service was the only way they could survive the first few years of displacement and settlement. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2009/Loyalist-Trails-2009.php?issue=200948
A Crazy Quilt of Loyalist Squares

© Stephen Davidson


As I search the websites of the internet for loyalist information, I often think of myself as a quilter who is looking for matching bits of fabric. If I find enough information, I can patch together a "quilt" of a loyalist story. However, sometimes I come across a "square" of data that, although fascinating in itself, has no matches, and I am unable to create a larger "story quilt" with it. There are simply not enough other similiar patches to "stitch" together a story. However, there is such a thing as a "crazy quilt" -- bedding made of unmatched squares. Here then, is a crazy quilt article comprised of  little story squares.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201004
A Man with a Mission: Part One

© Stephen Davidson


Birchtown was just one of many settlements founded by loyalists in Nova Scotia. But unlike the neighbouring towns, Birchtown was settled exclusively by black loyalists. At its founding, it was the largest community of free blacks in the Western Hemisphere. While those who settled in Birchtown were refugees with no choice of sanctuary following the American Revolution, one man among them had made a deliberate decision to live there. His name was John Marrant, a man with a mission.

 http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201008
A Man with a Mission: Part II

© Stephen Davidson


In last week's Loyalist Trails, we learned of the remarkable life of a black loyalist named John Marrant. One of the intriguing facts about this man's life was that he gave up a steady income and a comfortable life in England to cast his lot in with fellow Africans who had settled near Shelburne, Nova Scotia.  The people of Birchtown had been evacuated from New York City in 1783 and then left to fend for themselves in the northern wilderness. Although they had Methodist and Baptist ministers among them, John Marrant felt that the black loyalists' spiritual needs were such that he should go and preach to them. And in 1785, Marrant boldly sailed across the Atlantic to fulfill that mission.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201009
Loyalist Teamsters

© Stephen Davidson


During the War of Independence, not all loyal Americans fought on the battlefield; some were invaluable to the British war effort as teamsters. Napoleon is often quoted as saying, "an army moves on its stomach", but an army can only move if it has adequate ground transportation. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201018
A Town of Black Loyalist Teamsters

© Stephen Davidson


As last week's article on loyalist wagon drivers demonstrated, the role of the teamster was a crucial one for the British war efforts during the American Revolution. Desperate for support staff, the British government promised freedom to Africans enslaved by patriot masters if they would serve the crown for a minimum of one year. Thousands of blacks responded. While some of these Africans were permitted to bear arms, the British were generally hesitant to have black loyalists serve alongside their soldiers. Instead, the British made use of this willing work force by employing them as spies, camp-builders, and teamsters. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201019
Another Crazy Quilt of Loyalist Squares

© Stephen Davidson


As I search the websites of the internet for loyalist information, I often think of myself as a quilter who is looking for matching bits of fabric. However, I continue to come across "squares" of data that, although fascinating in itself, have no matches, and I am unable to create a larger story quilt with them. However, there is such a thing as a "crazy quilt" -- bedding made of unmatched squares. Here then, is another crazy quilt article comprised of little story squares.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201024
Prosperous Black Loyalists

© Stephen Davidson

Among the many myths that haunt loyalist history is the fallacy that all black loyalists were poor. Given that they had been slaves in the years before the Revolution, had little or no personal effects, and received smaller land grants than white loyalists, it would only seem to be common sense to suppose that the black loyalists would be among the lowest of wage earners. And most of them were -- but not all. These are the stories of some of the prosperous black loyalists of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201033
The Great Genetic Shuffle

© Stephen Davidson

The dispersion of loyalists in the wake of the American Revolution is recognized as the founding of two nations, the greatest exodus of refugees in North American history, and as an event that sent shock waves throughout the Anglophone world of the 18th century. It should also be recognized as one of the greatest events for human gene disbursement that the continent has ever known. Suddenly, genetic material that had been contained within various parts of the Thirteen Colonies for generations was now, thanks to the loyalists, scattered and recombined in refugee communities throughout the Maritimes and the Canadas.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201035 

A Breach of Faith: Part One

© Stephen Davidson


While there are many instances of courage under hardship in loyalist history, the chronicles of the Revolution also hold stories of man's inhumanity to man. Given that the loyalists suffered so much persecution at the hands of their neighbours and so much neglect from the British government, it is especially sad to learn that loyal Americans could abuse and mistreat one another. Such is the case of Zimri Armstrong, a black loyalist who was exploited by Samuel Jarvis, a loyalist from Connecticut.


http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201046
A Breach of Faith: Part Two

© Stephen Davidson


In the summer of 1783, a black loyalist named Zimri Armstrong approached Samuel Jarvis with a plan to free his enslaved family. Armstrong would become Jarvis' indentured servant for two years on the condition that the Connecticut loyalist would secure the freedom of the Armstrong family, provide Zimri with clothing and provisions, and help him to acquire a trade. Both men signed the indenture agreement. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2010/Loyalist-Trails-2010.php?issue=201047

Black Loyalists Sailing for Germany: Part One

© Stephen Davidson

 
Jeffrey was just ten years-old when he boarded the frigate London in July of 1783. He was the only black loyalist of any age on the vessel; all of the other passengers were German soldiers bound for the port of Bremer Lee. Although Jeffrey's loyalist parents were alive, they were not with him. During the Revolution, Jeffrey's father brought him from Secaucus, New Jersey to the British stronghold of New York City. Somehow in the turmoil of the loyalist evacuations, the parents and child became separated. Jeffrey's mother and father left on a ship bound for Nova Scotia; the young boy found himself sailing for Germany in the company of Hessian soldiers. It would seem very unlikely that the black loyalist family was ever reunited. Jeffrey's fate among the Germans remains a mystery to this day.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201103
Black Loyalists Sailing for Germany: Part Two

© Stephen Davidson


In the summer of 1783, while three thousand black loyalists sailed for the Maritimes, 51 Africans were evacuated to Germany, travelling with Hessian soldiers These are the stories of those forgotten refugees of the American Revolution.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201104
CSI: Loyalist Edition

© Stephen Davidson


Are you one of the millions who enjoys watching crime scene investigation shows on television?  Should such programs ever grow to include various historical eras in addition to a variety of American cities, there's a forgotten chapter of loyalist history that would make a great episode. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201112 

Law and Order: Loyalist Edition

© Stephen Davidson


The television program "Law and Order" has been so popular that it has spawned a number of spin-offs. While it's very unlikely that television executives will ever contemplate featuring loyalist crimes in a historical version of the franchise, that doesn't stop us wondering how a program spotlighting the first loyalist murder trial might be presented.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201113
The Story of the Loyalist's Slave and the Carpenter's Revenge

© Stephen Davidson

The folk tales of West Africa are rich with stories of the weak cleverly defeating powerful bullies. Using only his keen wits, Anansi, the spider-man, wins out over much larger adversaries time and again. When these stories crossed the Atlantic Ocean with enslaved Africans, they became the tales of little Br'er Rabbit who triumphed over the evil schemes of Br'er Fox and Br'er Bear. Perhaps it was the memory of the Anansi stories that inspired an enslaved African to win his own victory over a bully. The man in question was the slave of the loyalist Timothy Ruggles, and he stood up to a carpenter in Wilmot, Nova Scotia back in 1795.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201120
Three Maritimer Centenarians

© Stephen Davidson


It is incredible that the psychological and physical stresses the loyalists suffered did not send their entire generation to an early grave. That they lived long lives is noteworthy, that some loyalists lived to be over a hundred years old is truly amazing. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201127 

Two Who Sailed for Quebec

© Stephen Davidson


Most of the loyalists who settled in modern day Quebec and Ontario arrived there after taking overland trails or by navigating rivers. Every one of the loyal American colonists who established new homes in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island travelled there by ship, departing from New York City, Savannah, or Charleston. However, at least seven ships that carried loyalists out of New York sailed past the Maritimes, and took their passengers up the St. Lawrence River to Quebec City. Among those sailing for Quebec were Alexander White and Pierre Dolier.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201132
Africans Bound for Quebec City

© Stephen Davidson


Of all the ships that evacuated loyalists from New York City to Quebec in 1783, only seven of them had enslaved Africans or Black Loyalists among their passengers.  There were a total of 29 Africans who made this journey -- a fact that has been overlooked by both loyalist and Quebec historians. Their stories warrant closer study. With the help of The Book of Negroes, the descendants of Black Loyalists and enslaved Africans now living in Quebec and Ontario have some important clues to begin the search for their ancestors.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201134
The Great and Complicated Business: Honouring a Promise

© Stephen Davidson

Having exhausted all other avenues of help, Peggy Gwynn sent a desperate letter to Sir Guy Carleton. It was early November 1783, and time was running out. The Royal Navy would be evacuating all of the remaining British forces from New York within a matter of weeks. The last of the loyalist refugees would be sailing off for Nova Scotia. If Peggy could not convince Carleton to help her, she would forever be separated from her husband and would once again be an American patriot's slave.  Peggy was an African woman; one of at least 3,000 Black Loyalists who hoped to live as free people following the patriot victory of 1783.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2011/Loyalist-Trails-2011.php?issue=201142
Tales of the Lost Slaves: Part One

© Stephen Davidson 


 A slave for 26 years of his life, Joseph Collins was a free man at the end of the American Revolution.  As Collins and his wife Betsey boarded the Mars to sail for the mouth of the St. John River, the two 30 year-olds bid farewell to a society that had for centuries regarded Africans as property to be bought and sold at the whim of white colonists. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2012/Loyalist-Trails-2012.php?issue=201210
Tales of the Lost Slaves: Part Two

© Stephen Davidson 


While much of loyalist history has been neglected or forgotten, it has been encouraging to note the rediscovery of many of its lost chapters -- those that deal with the role of women or black loyalists. However, even more neglected than these stories is the history of the men and women who were enslaved by the loyalists but who did not leave the Thirteen Colonies.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2012/Loyalist-Trails-2012.php?issue=201211
Tales of the Lost Slaves: Part Three

© Stephen Davidson 


The lot of loyalists' slaves during the Revolution was a most difficult one. In most cases, they were booty -- valuable property that rebels seized either for resale or to keep as one's own. Sometimes they managed to run away; at other times they were killed trying to protect the masters or empire that enslaved them. Hundreds were unwilling participants in the loyalist exodus from the Thirteen Colonies.  As we shall see from a review of the transcripts of the Royal Commission on the Losses and Services of American Loyalists (RCLSAL), the slaves of loyalists were also be a valuable source of manpower and income during the years of the American Revolution.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2012/Loyalist-Trails-2012.php?issue=201212
Your Essential Numbers
(Part Two of Two)

© Stephen Davidson


In the last issue of Loyalist Trails, I gave a brief survey of recent loyalist research to examine the numbers of the "king's friends" that were to be found in the Thirteen Colonies at the beginning of the American Revolution. Of that number, 60,000 (and 15,000 of their slaves) fled for other parts of the British Empire. This week will consider the numbers associated with the greatest movement of refugees in North American history before the 20th century

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2012/Loyalist-Trails-2012.php?issue=201236 

Reconstructing the Life of a Loyalist’s Servant

-- © Stephen Davidson

For over 200 years, his name and circumstances were lost to history. Was he a slave or a paid servant? Did he manage to survive his first year as a refugee? Reconstructing the life of the first servant to arrive in New Brunswick with the loyalists would require data from three different sources. Only after they were cross-referenced in the early years of the 21st century did the story of a forgotten man emerge, the story of a loyalist’s servant.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201307
The Black Loyalists of Brindley Town: Part One of Two

-- © Stephen Davidson
In 1605, Mi’kmaq First Nations people watched as white men constructed a fur trading post at Port Royal on the Annapolis Basin. It was the first permanent French settlement on land that would one day comprise the country of Canada. Almost 180 years later, English speaking refugees from the American Revolution found sanctuary around the Annapolis Basin. Among those settlers were emancipated Africans. Brindley Town, their settlement, would become the second largest Black Loyalist community in Nova Scotia.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201320
The Black Loyalists of Brindley Town: Part Two of Two

-- © Stephen Davidson

In 1784 Brindley Town, Nova Scotia was the colony’s second largest Black Loyalist settlement. Most of its 200 settlers had been members of the Black Pioneers, a company that served the British army throughout the American Revolution. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201321
Acknowledging Loyalist Racism

-- © Stephen Davidson
While there are many things that can inspire pride in loyalist ancestry, a descendant of the American Revolution’s refugees must recognize that some aspects of the loyalist heritage deserve condemnation. Not all of their beliefs were admirable; some were the cause of incredible suffering. The loyalists were racists; they belittled and enslaved people of African descent.  Rather than denying or hiding this unpleasant fact of history, it is important that loyalist descendants acknowledge and condemn such racial discrimination. 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201330
Loyalist Racism: Case Studies

-- © Stephen Davidson
When the loyalists settled in New Brunswick, a number of them brought African slaves with them. Tragically, these blacks were kept in bondage for decades. One need only look in New Brunswick’s early probate records to see case studies of loyalist racism. By 1835, a minimum of fifty Africans had been cited in the wills of the colony’s early settlers. Why? Because the black slaves were included among the possessions that loyalists bequeathed to their heirs.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201331
Speaking out Against Loyalist Racism

-- © Stephen Davidson
It is a sobering statistic that for every four loyalists who fled the rebellious thirteen colonies, there was one African slave accompanying those political refugees. The loyalists took at least 15,000 of their own slaves when they left the new United States for England, the West Indies and other parts of the British Empire. Thanks to the loyalists, no less than 1,300 enslaved African-Americans were brought to Nova Scotia. This legacy of bigotry and racism is a sad chapter in loyalist history. Horrifying as these numbers are, there was a very small handful of loyalists who recognized slavery and racial discrimination for the evils that they were.   While they did not change the racist attitudes of their generation, they deserve to be recognized.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201332
Resisting Loyalist Racism in New Brunswick

-- © Stephen Davidson
…Despite the fact that fellow Africans were still enslaved, despite their limited prospects, and despite the efforts to make the black population a source of cheap labour, some Black Loyalists were able to overcome the restrictions of a racist society…
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201333
Loyal Lunenburg’s Feisty Heroine

-- © Stephen Davidson

It has been said that heroes are ordinary people who are revealed in the midst of extraordinary circumstances. This was certainly true of Silvia, “the heroine of Lunenburg”. Before  the summer of 1782, most people paid the woman little regard. After all, she was just one of the African slaves of Colonel John Creighton’s family – a woman who worked about the house and cared for the six Creighton children. However, when five American privateer ships attacked the loyal Nova Scotian town, Silvia was able to show her true colours. As a consequence, she is the only woman remembered in the retelling of the Sack of Lunenburg.  This is her story.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2013/Loyalist-Trails-2013.php?issue=201346
A Loyalist Baptist Remembers “Christmas Past”

© Stephen Davidson

Although he was born into slavery in South Carolina, David George would go on to have a remarkable life. He established the first black Baptist church in Nova Scotia, went on to become one the founders of the Black Loyalist colony of Sierra Leone, and later met John Newton, the writer of Amazing Grace in England.  While in Birmingham, Rev. George told the story of his life to John Rippon and Samuel Pearce, two prominent English Baptist preachers.  It was during those sessions that George shared his memories of four Christmases past.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2014/Loyalist-Trails-2014.php?issue=201449
Nine African Coopers

© Stephen Davidson
Thomas Bosworth had been a cooper in New York City during the American Revolution.  When he sought compensation for the losses that he sustained because of his loyalist convictions, Bosworth carefully outlined his services to the crown. As so often happened in such petitions, the cooper failed to name his wife and children. He also completely ignored the contributions of a man who had made barrels, casks, buckets and tubs in his cooperage on Manhatten Island for sixteen years. 

No doubt it was because the man was an African, a slave by the name of London. Bosworth’s assistant is one of only nine men of African descent among the loyalist diaspora known to have been a skilled cooper. Some were Black Loyalists, freed from slavery by the British, while others were the slaves of loyalist refugees. These are their stories.

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Trails/2015/Loyalist-Trails-2015.php?issue=201501
